
Abram Colby was 

enslaved in 

Penfield, Georgia 

around 1820 on 

John Colby 

Plantation. His Mother was a sixteen year 

old slave girl. Abram Colby became 

Greene County First African American 

State Representative elected in 1868. 

Although born into slavery, Abram Colby 

became one of the most influential 

political figures in Greene County's history. 

Shortly after the Civil War, Colby 

attempted to lead a mass exodus of 

freed people to Arkansas, where the U.S. 

government promised to grant them land. 

When this promise fell through, Colby ran 

for a seat in the Georgia General Assembly 

and won in a landslide. As a legislator, he 

faced betrayal once again: he and the 

other"Original 33" African American 

legislators were expelled from their seats 

on account of their race, and Colby himself 

was attacked by members of the Greene 

County Ku Klux Klan. Although partially 

paralyzed in the assault, Colby retook his 

old seat, testified about his attack before 

members of Congress and President 

Ulysses Grant, and defeated the father of 

one of his KKK assailants in the election of 

1870. Colby also played an instrumental 

role in creating the county's first school for 

African American children -- despite the 

fact that he could neither read nor write. 

No matter the obstacle, Colby never 

wavered in his effort to improve the lives 

of the freed people of Greene County. 

Acknowledgement and honoring the lives of the 

following who did not have an opportunity to be 

and become: Daniel Ahern was killed April 6, 

1894. He was taken from the Greene County Jail 

brought to a place about a mile below 

Greensboro, Georgia where he was lynched, and 

repeatedly shot by a mob. 

Felix Cremer was lynched on September 24, 1920 

near a place referred to as "the Forks" north of 

Greensboro, Georgia. 

Mack C. Barnhart, was a 17 years old enlistee in the 

United States Army. He was killed in 1955 on Hwy. 

#70, Union Point, Georgia. 
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We would not be here today 

without the generosity of others! 

Please consider supporting 

Greene County African American Museum 

with a one time or monthly donation. 

https://gcaam.org/make-a-donation/ 

Greene County� 
African American Muse� : 

1415 North  East Street 

Greensboro, GA 30642 

Phone: (706) 372-4562 

www.gcaam.org 
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